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Agents Of 
Japan Now 


Working To 


Seize Court 


Lin Hung-chih Calls 
On British, Senior 
Consuls Here 


THREATS AGAINST 
COURT JUDGES MADE 


Police, Defense Authori- 
ties Prepared Against 
Forcible Seizure 


Despite the repeated failures In‘ 


their attempts to seize contro] of 
the First Special District Court, 
officials of the Japanese-sponsored 
Nanking “Reformed Government” 
were yesterday reported as _ still 
making plans for taking over the 
tribunal. 

In an effort to explain the stand 
of his organization, Lin Hung-chih, 
court “president” appointed by the 
Nanking “government,” last week 
called cn Mr. Herbert Phillips, the 
British Consul-General, and Mr. 
N. Aall, the Senior Consul in 
Shangha!. 

Received Unofficially 

At both of these calls, it was ex- 
plained to Lin that he could not 
be receive in an official capacity 
a5 neither the British Government 
nor the local Consular Body recog- 
nizes the existence of- the Nanking 
organization. 

Mr. Phillips and Mr. Aall were 
understood to have emphasized 
that the interview, was granted to 
Lin In a “personal “capacity. 

Advised Against Action 

While detailed information of the 
talks was lacking yesterday, it was 
stated that both Mr. Phillips and 
Mr. Aall made it clear to Lin that 
any attempt to tamper with the 
Organization anj control of the Set- 
qement_Chinss e court will not be 

Olerated. 

“He cg merge ema been warn 
ed_against attempts_-on the par 
of the “Reformed Government” to 
take over the _ control of the tri- 

buna; 

Meantime, rumors current during 
the last three ein that the “Re- 
forme 2) will” try _ to. 
Selze the court eerie have been 


Ga het ‘during the past several 
avs 


These reports prompted Settle- 
ment police and defense authori- 
tles to take additional precautions 
aeainst any emergency which 


might occur on the court premises | 
at North Cheklang Read and at’ 


Weihaiwei Road. 
Threats Made 
A Chinese report stated yester- 


day that high officials of the First, 


Special District Court, including 
the several judges and procurators, 


were thteatened by unnamed per- | 


sons with bodily harm if they in- 
Fist on continuing their present at- 
titude.of not co-operating with the 
Javanese-sponsored regime. 

The Settlement police were said 


to have beén informed about these |: 


threats and ‘have taken appropriate 


measures to protect the court offi-/! 
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Mey Do, ose. xt 


te 


sin snun te0 (Javehese owned Chinese languege newspaper) :- 


BU Si. swe DUEL 4 SAL ais Sen TU tists Pa Sey yy COURT 2 
GwiS Lil sei Goat S 
After an understanding with tne o..«Se, a party 
of vJananesce jurists, who are on e tour of inspection, paid 


a visit te the shanghai first Special Jistrict Court and 
the second ranch “Yianesu sigh Court at 19 aenme ey 16 
Adovtins 9 susdicious attitude towaris the Jenanese 
jurists, tne tritish authorities, or the eround “art the 
TSourt ilies within their defence sector, ietailed 30 extra 
soldiers to the vicinity of the Court nhesider tne 30 usually 
Staticvucu tnere end slso mobblized s part of the american 
cefense rorcee «a tense situation “+s createde 
this vividly exposes the helplessness of the 
suspicious »ritish authorities and reflects their mental 
state for they appear to be mystified by, and afraid of, 
the positive attitude adopted by the "Reformed Government 
of the Chinese Republic" to enforce its euthority gradually. 
Ever since its inausuration the "Xeformed tovernment" 
has been endeavouring to vromote various enterprises in 
Central China. After the taking-over of the Customs, the 
"Reformed Government" has been making efforts to take over 
the Courts in Shanghai. The casual visit paid by a number 
of jurists to the Court on Vay 16 incidentally gave rise to 
a misunderstanding thet the visit was a vrelude to the 
taking-over of the Court and resulted in the adoption of 
precautionary measures by the Yritish authorities in the 
vicinity of the Court. 
As regards the despatch of more soldiers to guard 


the = the Sritish authorities state that it was done 


- 2 = 


at the request of the Consular ody. However, as the 
Japanese jurists had paid the visit with the understanding 
of the >.™.C., it is believed that it was the critish 
suthorities who had desired this action to be taken. 

The taking-over of the Courts by the “Reformed 
Goverrment'' will not be pleasant to the “ritish authorities 
for they regard the Courts as their secret chamber and base 


for their plottings. 


Wippo of May 18, 1938: 


THE GUARDING OF CHINESE COURTS BY BRITISH SOLDIERS 


A MATTER FOR LAUGHTER 


At 10 a.m. May 16, a numcer of Japanese Judicial 
officials, who are on a tour of inspection, paid a visit to 
the Shanghai irst special District Court and the second 
Branch High Court after an understanding with the S.M.Ce 
authorities. 

The british military authorities detailed 30 extra 
soldiers to the vicinity of the First Special District Court 
besides the 30 usually stationed theres Such an act is 
a matter for laughter. The British authorities state that 
it Was done at the request of the Consular Body. However, 
it is believed that the British authorities were active behind 
the scenes because the Japanese judicial officials had paid 
the visit with the understanding of the S.M.C. 

The matter of the transfer of the Courts to the 
"Reformed Government of the Chinese Republic" appears to have 
given rise to a sort of feeling among the British authorities 
that it would come as a shock to the heart of the S.M.C., 
their secret chamber, in which they have constructed their 
despotic posijitione 

The guard of British soldiers in the vicinity of 


the Court was not withdrawn until May 17. 


As a precaution against the, Some 40 yards behind both front; 
rumored possibility of the “Re-junits guarding the entrances with! 
formed Government” attempting fixed bayonets the  kilted soldiers 
forcibly to seize the First Special’ set up Lewis guns, ready for ac- 

* District Court on North Chekiang:tion. Another man, rifle in readi- 
Road, the small detachment of,ness, was posted on the first fioor 
Seaforth Highlanders stationed lot a building overlooking the pri- 
there held “dress rehearsal” yeszjvate roadway leading into the 
terday morning with a view i compound from North Chckiang 
guarding efficiently the compound Road. 

in case of such a contingency. | Fotlowing a brief inspection by the 
While learned judges were giving‘officer in command, 2nd-Lieut. 
their attentfon to the various lar-!Farquhar, the men were dismissed. 
ceny, assault and extortion cases In| While the presence of British 
the many courtrooms, a bugle sud- ‘troops within the compound of the 
denly blew a piercing command in court is, in itself, not unusual, as 
the compound below. Steel-stud-ithey have been stationed there 
ded British army boots immediately |practically since the outbreak of 
stampeded noisily. Barbed-wire en- ;the current conflict. yesterday's 
tanglements were thrown across me beg taken = vi sedloatien 
F _itha e@ powers plan uphold the 
the main entrance and a side en |status of the court in accordance 
trance, both facing Worth Che-,with the Court Rendition Agree-: 

j Slang Road. ments signed in 1927 and 1930. 


Settlement Courts. 


Control _- 


Japanese Spokesman .Says 
Change Nature ; Reformed 
Government Considering 


Eventual assumption of control 
over the Settlement Courts by the 
Reformed Government of China was 
foreseen yesterday by a Japanese 
Embassy spokesman who described 
such action as natural, “While th’s 


‘sa matter for the Chinese authori- ' 


ties and net for the Japanese to de-~ 
cide, I understand that the Reformed 
Government is studying the question. 
I have not yet heard that they had 
decided to take over the courts’, he 
said. 

The assumption of control. the} 


spokesman added. would be done | 


peacefully, “So long as the Reformed 
Governmen, should operate the courts 
under the terms of the rendition 
‘agreement, there should be no objec- 
‘tion to the assumption of control over 
tthe courts by the Nanking authori- 
‘ties’, he went cn. 

“The rendition agreement was con- 
peluded between a Chinese Govern- 
ment and the Powers concerned, Now. 
fa new Chinese Government has been 
formed and intends t,, succeed to the 
réghts and obligations of the former 
administration with regard to the 
matter.” 

Asked whether or not such a step 
could only be subsequent to the 
recognition of the Reformed Govern- 
ment by the Powers, the spokesman 
said: “In my personal opinion, the 
British as well as other Powers have 
lately tended to take a realistic view 
ot the situation”. 


Tension Eases 

Chinese courts in the International 
Settlement functioned as usual 
yesterday. .Although the front gates 
were closed to those who had no 
business in the courts, the tension 
which was caused by Tuesday’s visit 
by Japanese jurists, eased yesterday. 
Men of the Seaforth Highlunders, as 
usual, stood guard at the First Spe- 
cial District Court in North Chekiang 
Road. 

The visit of Japanese jurists was 

1egarded in Chinese circles yesterday 
as signifying the intention of the 
‘Reformed Government at Nanking” 
o take over the courts in the 
ettlement, 
Major-General A. W. Bartholomew, 
% O. C. in China, Major-General 
. P. D. Telfer-Smollett, O. C. British 
orees in the Shanghai Area, and 
heir staff officers visited the Court 
t about 11 o'clock on Monday morn- 
ng. inspecting the premises and the 
d= provided by the Seaforth 
ighlanders. 
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District Court 
Under Tension 


Troops, Police Keeping 
Guard; As Japanese 
| Visit Court 
| 


The First Special District Court 
presented the appearance of an 
| armed eamp todav as Seaforth 
| Highlanders with rifles and mem- 
; bers.of the 8.M.P. were closely 
; Guarding the premises. These 
precautionary measures were be- 
, ing taken to thwart anv attempt 
of the “Reformed Government” 
in Nanking to seize the tribunal, 
| as widely rumored lately. 


The iron grill gate were closed 
and cnly those who are connected 
with the court or having passes 
were admitted. Two members of 
the Seaforth Highlanders with 
rifles stood guard at the entrance, 
augmented by a partv of SMP. 
officers and judicial _ police. 
Private ricshas and unofficial 
cars were not alicwed to enter the 
premises. 


A detachment of the Seaforths 
who established a camp in the 
former headquarters of the 2nd 
Branch Kiangsu High Court in 
the compound upon their arrivai 
in Shanghai was on the premises. 
Meanwhile the six criminal sec- 
tion courtrcoms functioned as 
usual this morning. 


Shortly after 19 o’cleck, how- 
ever, an undertone of excitement 
permeated the courtrooms when 
four Japanese civilians escorted 
by Inspector FE. J. Ling of the 
SMP. and Mr. T. T. Tsang, 
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Section 1, Special. srangh...S:d/ify, 
RT ‘ e 
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Subject. Japanese legal functionaries visit the 1st Shanghai Special 


w 


During the morning of May 16, 1958, en indivicual 
said to be the Chief Procurator of the Tokyo High Court 
and a number of Japanese whose names are believed to be 
known to the D.C. (Crime) visited the lst Shanghai Special 
District Court, North Chekiang Road, and were present at 
the morning session of Number 3 Courte 

Great interest was evinced by the Japanese in the 
presence of the British Military on the Court premises; 
it was therefore explained that the West Hongkew area 
in which the Court was situated was a part of the sritish 
defence sector. Enquiries were also made regarding 
the cost of maintaining the Court and whether the revenue 


obtained was sufficient to pay for its upkeep. The 


answers given to these questions were of an entirely 


non-committal nature. 
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Subject...Tapaneae...and.Koreans visit the Second tranch of the Kiangsm ow. 


At 4.20 poem, May 12, two Koreans dressed in foreign 


style clothes and an individual wearing Chinese clothes but 
who is thought to have been of Japanese nationality, visited 
the Second sranch of the Kiangsu High Court, at present 
located at 155 Weihaiwei Road, and expressed a desire 
immediately to attend a court session. On being requested 
to give their reasons for so doing, one of the Koreans 
replied that they had recently graduated from law colleges 
in Korea and were desirous of acquainting themselves with 
local judicial procedure. 

The three individuals in question were then informed 
that no courts were at present sitting and that, furthermore, 
if they were desirous of viewing the functioning of the 
courts, they should visit the lst Shanghai Special Vistrict 


Court located on north Chekiang Road. 
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An error had ocaurrea in vue .eceint of the 
tele z.ne nessage, ana six Japanese iivG been in the 
vicinity cf the Nigh Sourt, wot rs as tne message stated. 


Cer.C. 1325 states tiat itv ucC not motice from where 


they arrived, wit all were groupe .vsether, and one had 
in thie hand @ paper to wnic.u ne .ept referring and looking 
at. Following this, all approached the gate of the High 
Gurt, peered inside and at tue building and then moved 


‘ away on foot, along /eillaiwe. .\oad towards Racecourse 
X load 
.) \UAUe 
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BN Wes utated that all were dressed in foreign suits of gr 


No description of value Was citsained, but it 


and dark material. 
The undersigned and “--¥+190 proceeded to the 


